A remote high country “road” across the

Dunstan Mountains where some examples o

early qold mining And evidence of early pastoral

history can still be seen along the roadside.

Thomson Gorge Road - Dunstan Mountains
Historic Sites

4WD (summer 2WD) & Walking, or Biking Tour

An historical tour (following a dry weather road with fords)
of old gold mining sites and places of interest representing
the early days of mining at the northern end of the Bendigo
gold field and the history of Matakanui.

This tour can be taken starting either from Omakau (in the
east) or Bendigo (in the west).

The tour is described from east to west through the old
goldmining town of Matakanui (Tinkers), the Manuherikia
Plains, on through the gorge, over the Thomsons Saddle,
ending at the old Bendigo Township. The tour can also be
taken from west to east by reading this brochure in reverse.
Supporters & Financial Assistance

® Otago Goldfields Heritage Trust

® Cromwell & District Promotions Group

® Department of Conservation - for assistance with
display materials.

Researched by:

John Douglas - Safari Excursions Tours & Wild Flower Walks
with assistance from Dr Mike Floate (Otago Goldfields Heritage
Trust) & Hilary Paterson (Matakanui Station).

Drawings kindly provided by Doug Ayson.

Caution

Visitors are warned, that following this guide, you do so at
your own risk. Some of these sites are on private property,
and respect to the property owners would be appreciated.
Access may also be denied at some sites at times of stock
movement and at lambing time. It is recommended that you
take a torch if you intend to do any tunnel exploring.
RURAL RESPONSIBILITY CODE

® Ask permission before going on to private property.
(DOC can provide contacts.)

® If access is denied, it is for a good reason so please
respect the landowner’s wishes.

® Leave all gates as you find them, open or closed.
There are some 23 gates and many are boundary
gates which are always to be left closed.

® Try not to disturb any stock.

@ Take only photos, leave only footprints: Please take
your litter home with you.
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THE ROAD OVER THE DUNSTAN MOUNTAINS

The low saddle over the Dunstan Mountains was not a regular
one used by early Maori as their more regular track to their
summer camps at Lake Hawea and Lake Wanaka was over the
Lindis Pass.

In late 1862, the first miners crossing over from the Manuherikia
Valley to the Upper Clutha Valley found gold in the Bendigo
Creek at the same time as other miners who had made their
way up through the Dunstan (Cromwell) Gorge, following the
true left bank of the Molyneux (Clutha) River.

A Government promise in 1899 to build the Thomson Gorge
Road was never fulfilled. The "gorge track” was however, in
continuous use by travellers and shepherds with their flocks.




today known as Matakanui. See Note 1 for more details.

To go to Tinkers, turn left at the end of Racecourse Road, and
then turn right on to Naylor Road (signposted Matakanui)
and explore the township before returning to the Thomson
Gorge Road.

When back on Thomson Gorge Road, a steady climb with
same ford crossings brings you to the saddle at 900 m. The
road now drops down passing through the northern end of
the Bendigo Goldfields. At the fork, the track ahead goes to
the Bendigo Flats, the old Bendigo Township site, and via the
Bendigo Loop Road to SH 8. The road that goes to the right
comes out on to Ardgour Road, which takes you to the Lindis
crossing bridge on SH 8. From here, a left turn takes you past
Bendigo Loop Road to Alexandra.

1 MATAKANUI - today a small ‘ghost’ town

In the early days, from 1863 till about 1923, the town was
known as Tinkers, but by the late 1890's, the town was starting
to be called Matakanui.

There was a very rich ground strike at the point where the
Dunstan Fault line comes close to the surface. The diggings
provided stability and lasting work, initially for small groups
of miners who in 1864 used water from Thomsons Creek. This
water was first used by these small groups for sluicing, and
later by larger groups (formed by amalgamation of smaller

MATAKANUI - the meaning of the name

The original meaning of most Otago and Southland Maori place
names has been lost and today there is confusion because many
different meanings have been suggested.

According to Herries Beattie, in his book first published in
1944,"Maori Place-Names of Otago” the name Mataki-nui (the
map now calls it Castle Rock) referred to one of three heights
along the Dunstan Range and meant “to inspect in a large way”,
or “to look at a large object”. Beattie believed that the Dunstan
Range had several names, the central portion, with Castle Rock
as its pivot, being Mataki-nui. The spelling of Matakanui has
slightly changed and the pivot location has shifted from the
western flanks to the eastern flanks of the range.

MATAKANUI STATION

The Otago interior was opened up for pastoral grazing in the
late 1850s. Run 223, along the eastern Dunstan Mountain
flanks consisting of approximately 80,000 acres was formed in
1859 but settled in 1861 by George Thomson and his partner

and grasses. It is only in the last 10 years that Merino sheep have
been run in the gorge. The land has been considerably modified
from its pre-European state by burning and grazing.

3 THOMPSONS CREEK DIGGINGS

There has been very little written about the Thomsons Creek
workings. It is possible that some of the first miners travelling
through the gorge would have found traces of gold in the creek
but Tinkers and Bendigo offered better prospects.

Battery Creek is one of the small creeks that flow into Thomsons
Gully. It was likely that the Oakley Reef was discovered here in
1872 by miners working alluvial claims in the gully. The Qakley
Company was formed to develop the reef but with little success.









