George 0'Brien’s watercolour painting of the Designs of R. A. Lawson
(below) shows one man's vision for a new city of churches, houses
and institutional buildings with the Victorian Gothic and Neo-Classical

styles of architecture harmoniously co-existing side by sid hough
THE DUNEDIN ARCHITECTURE OF ation to shape an entire cityscape,
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Brochure content developed by Linda Tyler - [FSRAPRIN A MAP & INFORMATION GUIDE Taking centre stage and dominating this ideal diorama is the

and Ann Barsby in association with the emphatic spire of First Church, Lawson's masterpiece of
ions Li i to the architectural highlights of R A Lawson . L : .
L % ghig architectural bravura, and the design that brought him to Dunedin

Otago. This is a partnership project : . . !
between the Hocken Collections and Otago — in the city of Dunedin from Melbourne in 1862.
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was opened on 23rd November 1873, MEHHUI‘HP Lawson's practice flourished ﬂfﬁce W mrehall {1858) although there is na statuary along the raofline in
with commissions for many other churches and commercial buildings including Lawson's design. Like the Union Bank, the Municipal Chambers suggest dignity

the massive Union Bank of Australasia in Princes Street, which was erected in and sensible judgement with a symmetrical building governed by simple,
a mere six months using Oamaru stone fram Kakanui quarries. geometric forms, monumental proportions and plenty of smooth surfaces.







