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Welcome to the Catlins Coastal Heritage Trail!
Situated in the South Catling area of Southland,
Tee Aknn Tai Tonga, this trail provides a rewarding
detour off the Southern Scenic Route. Covering
approximately 70 kms of road, part tar-scal part
gravel, the Catlins Coastal Heritage Trail runs bebween Miagara

{1189 ks from Dunedin) and Fortrose (50 kims from Invercargill).

[t can be travelled in either direction, thereby complementing your
existing fravel plans:

The South Catlins 15 an area of isnlated beaches, rugged coastline,
native torests and wildlife as well as sheep and beef farming,  The
ports al Waikawa and Fortrose each originally had a whaling station
and throughout the years an interest in fishing. The arca was also well
known for its saw milling: Sadly today little evidence remains

of those settlements, mast of which were sited on what is now

private farmland,

The seenie beauty and rich history of the area unfolds along the Callins
Coastal Heritage Trail. To fully appreciate all 13 trail sites, including the
short walks, be sure to allow at least 5 hours for the total experience.
Food is available at Fortrose, Slope Point, Curio Bay, Waikawa and
Miagara, If you have mare time to spare, prolong your stay and enjoy
some genuine South Catling hospitality from the varying options of
country accommedation available,

Dhive sately and have fun exploring this special part of Mew Zealand!

1. Niagara Falls - Mangai Piri
The Miagara Falls was named by a surveyor with an obwious sensce of

humour! He had seen the large Morth American falls and named these
small falls after them.
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The section of river between Niagara
and Waikawa Aows through what was
then bush country and became the
settlers’ river-highway with houses
built aleng ils banks, Though small, the
Falls bould not be negotiated by boat
and 5o the river-highway conded there.
Settlers from the hinterland brought
their wool as far as Niagara by road,
whera it was then loaded onto the punt
at the Falls and taken by river to the
ships al Waikaw.

Today deseendants of the varly Mdaori

still use this place for the gathering of
food and cultural material (rehinge £ed), A section of the riverbank
remains a designated Mdod campsite (noloangal.

The Mori name for the fatls, Mdsgai Pin, refers to the manner in which
the lamprey eels e ks wriggle
up the falls in a mass, using their
suckers to hang onto the rocks,
This event is highly seasonal,
occurring anly when the eels
migrale upstream to breed.

2. Concrete Horse Trough

Circa 1890, The conerete horse
trough was situated close by the
reaclside allowing homse leams a
welcome drink when they had
completed thie climb up
Cernetery Hill.

3. Waikawa Museum

The first people to live at Waikawa
wore Southern Mdori of the K Talu,
Kali Mamoe and Waitaina tribes, who
are known colloctively today as Maai
Tk Windied, They were extremely
mabile people, travelling the whole
coast as far south as Stewart Istand
(Rakivray, and inland through Southland
to Central Otago, in search of food
and cultural material (enahings Lrid.

Waikawa was established as a
whaling station in the mid 1800s.

The first European setilers at Waikawa were the Haldane family
who ardived in 1858, The settlemen! was a busy port and service

the area. The museum is
home tovardous displays that
relake to the whaling, saw
milling and goldmining
industries of those carly
settlers. The museum
building was originally the
Waikawa School, which
opened in 1912 and closed in
1972,

township by the 189005, serving the gold digeers and saw millers in

Waikawa 5t Harg's dnglican Church

4, Former Waikawa St Mary’s Anglican Church

The Former 5t Mary's Anglican Church is now owned by ihe

| Waikawa Museum. From 19

5. The Old Coach Road

The old Coach Eoad follows
an ancient path (e hikefnea)
used by the carly Southern
Miori of the Kai Talm, Kalr
Memoe and Witilaln tribes Lo
travel to their many sites of
cultural significance, It was
later wsed as a bridle track by
goldminers.
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The actual road was [ormed
in the 1880¢s 5o that the coach
could run between Walkawa
and Fortrose (approsimately
30 kml, It was-also used by other horse drawn vehicles, The
Waikawa end followed the beach and was built up by hand
with stone quartied localby.

By 1900 the alternative inland roate, through Tokanui, was
used by the coach and ather travellers.

A section of the old road near the Waikawa Harbour 35 a
twenby-minute return walk, which should only be undertaken
at low kide.

6. Porpoise Bay - Whaka Aihe
| Porpeise Bay is home Lo Hector's dolphins, which ane distine-

tive by their black and white markings. They ane found only
aff New Zealand

shores, With a total
population of onldy
three to four thousand,
Hector's dolphins ame
oive af the world's
rarest dolphins. These
dalphing, espoecially
when young, ansshy
and can be easily
frightenad, It is best
to let the dolphins
come Lo vl

erd:‘:- dolphin a1 Porpaiie Bay

Please do not approach
them!

ise Baywithits tranquil beauty, also provides a-safe and

ewitiming and holiday spot.
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